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TABLE IX
The Major Languages of India1

Language

Hindustani
Hindi)
Bengali
Bihari
Telegu
Marathi
Tamil
Punjabi
Rajasthani
Kanarese
Gujrati
Malayalam
Lahanda
Oriya
Kherwari
Sindhi
Pushtu
W. Pahari
Assamese

(Urdu-

Number of
Speakers

139,000,000

62,600,000

28,000,000

275600,000

22,800,000

22,000,000

18,780,000

15,230,000

13,400,000

13,000,000

10,400,000

10,350,000

"   9,600,000

4,200,000

3,900,000

3,800,000

3,656,000

2,300,000

Number 'of
Literates

10,355,000

10,000,000

2,500,000

3,107,000

3,770,000

3,067,000

2,080,000

1,675,000

1,852,000

2,060,000

3,500,000

1,100,000

1,358,000

300,000

418,000

125,000

325,000

258,000

There is no insurmountable difl&culty in adopt-
ing Hindustani as the common
^g^ge  fo*   ** whole  of
India.     Even the people of
South India who speak   the Dravidian languages
1 Robert Aura Smith, Divided India, p. 68.
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